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Abstract 
“Surrogacy is legal in the UK […]. It's worth noting that the baby isn't legally yours until a 
parental order has been issued after the child's birth. This means the surrogate could keep the 
baby if she chose to.” —NHS website (2017) 

In this paper, I discuss moral problems that arise from commercial surrogacy (CS) as an 
example of selling one’s body or body parts. I assess CS that takes place via full surrogacy, i.e., 
the surrogate uses a donor egg and a hopeful parent’s sperm. I argue that legalizing—i.e., 
recognizing in international law—CS contracts is morally impermissible insofar as: (i) CS has a 
non-trivial chance of being consequentially bad for the surrogate, and (ii) CS contracts would be 
symbolically problematic for women and people with uteruses if endorsed by law. First, CS 
contracts require that (i) the surrogate takes particular physical and emotional risks that are not 
insignificant enough to permit CS. My reasoning is that allowing a subject to risk her health for 
non-urgent matters raises unique moral concerns in the case of CS, since, as I argue, the social 
implications of CS are inseparable from the contract itself. Additionally, I claim that (ii) 
legalizing CS contracts sends an unpalatable message about the social value of women and 
people with uteruses. This is because only women and people with uteruses can acquiesce to CS 
contracts and thus they are the only ones who are vulnerable to the physical and emotional 
consequences. The risks of CS, then, are selective, and they thereby express worrisome notions 
about how society treats these individuals. My conclusion raises worries about the acceptability 
of selling one’s body or body parts when these processes express harmful social expectations 
about the gender and sexual roles of women and people with uteruses. 
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