Dieter Quick
doctoral researcher, University of Birmingham
email: dxq019@bham.ac.uk; dieterquick@web.de

Short biography:
Dieter is a doctoral researcher at the University of Birmingham Centre for Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies (Theology and Religion), near the end of his journey towards a degree.

His PhD research on ‘Power relations in the Christian ministry’ deploys poststructuralist theory (Foucault, ANT, Deleuze and Guattari) to the consistent description of power relations––as disparate as juridical frameworks, political engagement, spiritiual experience, theology and ‘God’––which, each in their distinctive ways, are relevant to Christian ministry and to different forms of religious empowerment and agency formation.
Dieter successfully completed post-graduate ministry training with the German Protestant Church and, in the UK, is qualified to teach in secondary schools.  He studied theology in Oberursel, Heidelberg and Tübingen.  His practical experience includes grass-roots ecumenical, para-church and cross-cultural networking, prayer and reconciliation.
Dieter’s family now lives in Münster, Germany.
Paper abstract:
‘Pentecostal Spirit-baptism as counter-neoliberal identity-formation: a Foucauldian analysis’
In view of the role that (allegedly) ‘fundamentalistic’ evangelicals and pentecostals play in the current resurgence of right populism and identity politics, one must consider that their theology and religious experience is overall badly understood in terms of political or religious totalitarian ‘ideology’.  Whilst (‘ideological’) biblicist Fundamentalism exists as a relevant group and discursive layer within the landscape of evangelical Christianity, a first-generation pentecostal and revivalist spiritual experience facilitates another, more creative and pluralised form of political/theological self-understanding, discursive relations and practice.

A power analysis of pentecostal ‘Spirit-baptism’ and agency formation, formally along the lines of Foucault’s understanding of ‘sexuality’ as a counter-modern power dispositive, points to its structural similarities with the neoliberal concept of a calculating economic actor within an unknowable market totality (Adam Smith).  Such a Foucauldian analysis further clarifies why pentecostal Evangelicals often fall for the worst deceptions of conservative neoliberalism (e.g. a shallow ‘prosperity gospel’) and post-neoliberal identity politics, but why they also may hold some key to engaging and resisting both.

In a series of lectures in the spring of 1979, Foucault offers a set of conceptual resources which together facilitate an analysis of how the globalised ‚neoliberal‘ governmental rationale ‘no alternative’ politics of the Reagan/Thatcher era must, over time, erode both the practical and conceptual resources of ‘classical-liberal’ thought which sustained the pluralised political culture of 20th century Western democracies.  Within the layered-rationale of a classical-liberal governmentality, the distinction of ‘disinterested interest’ (facilitating social cohesion) and of ‘self-interested’ economic calculation, further, helps clarify the transition from Chicago School neoliberalism to a post-2008 neoliberal-illiberal identity politics.

One should remember that in Germany, ‘dialectic theologians’ of the 1920s, both fell for and––in a very few exceptional cases––found resources to confront the Nazi’s totalitarian ideology and politics.  It has been pointed out that Weimar-era young theologians and political theorists of every stripe deployed the same inverted-practical transcendental theory design in view of normatively forming and imposing the mindset of a radical avant-garde within the (perceived) collapse of the modern-progressive project (G.Pfleiderer).  Due to this shared theory design, Barth’s theological dogmatics and strategy of normative-doctrinal ‘confession’ repeatedly informed a co-ordinated church leaders’ challenge of totalitarian and ideological-political formations of power, across the second half of the twentieth century, but eventually failed to offer orientation when Christian churches sought to engage the negative socio-political effects of ‘neoliberal globalisation’.

In addition to the liberal-progressive Christian response, already underway, which can draw on the legacy of the struggles of Luther King, Mandela, Bonhoeffer and Barth, one must watch out in the coming years for a distributed-revivalist ‘remnant’ departing to resist and undo the conservative-neoliberal and illiberal ‘Evangelical’ ethos and rationale also from within its inner self-interested (self and group-identity obsessed) reasonings and salvific concepts.

This contribution arises from research into (modern) Christian theology, pentecostalisms, Foucauldian power-analysis and different forms of counter-modern politico-ethical formation, at the Birmingham Centre for Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies.
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